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1. This sxcellent rosearch paper sdequately indicates the
acute problems vhich Camminist Chine will have when it attempts
o sasinilate the many and varied minority groups in West Chipm.
The requaster, who has alvesdy rsceived sdvance coples, has
indioated a high degree of spproval and spprecistion.

2, The intelllizence materisl aveilsble for West China 1s
Trageentary and largely umrelated. For thds resson » dirvecti
verification of informstion is seldom possible and verificstion
procsdures were incorporated into the metholdology of the repor:.
An sttempt was mede to restrict the subject matier of the report
$0 slements in the physical end cultural geography of West Chima
that were relstively stable and subject to & minimm of pryeiosl
or vultursl chenge. Az the report s orgenized, those elemants
wore related to coe ancther in s mathodologicsl framevork. The
resulting relstionshipe comprise the thres major problems of the
reportt  envirommental edjustment, sultursl contect and conflict,
and goclal control; the rest of the methodology ia the degres o
which it reasonsdly expleins those relationships. Conversely,
individunl jtems of intalligence sxe conaidered insofsr as they
are consistent with the basic essumptions of the methodalogy.
The weak points of the methodology axe! s. 1ts loglc 13 somevhat
circular, b. the basic assurptions upom which the validity of
the mathodology vests are based upon intalligence which wsually
cannot be divectly verified, and ¢. the verification of furthey
intelligence information depends on basic ssmumptions whieh ney
not be sntirely tyrus.

3¢ I feel that mny geeral intellipgence report on West
Chiva 1s of apscial interest %o sxyone in the intelligence
comminity wvho demls with the ares. It vill be of only gensral
or passing intersst to infividusls concerned primerily with
industrislized Zast China.
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h., The colliection mnd organization probiems of this repor-
vare complex and zade the estimation of desdlines difficult.
Ehemmﬂ;nmmusam:mmmhzﬂu:xnm,1mﬁawwﬂmramm&dtmﬁwwb
lins leesvay.
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